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The Original Space Race
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1969

~1500 objects

LEO, MEO, GEO, Lunar, Keplerian

~7 nations, 2 to moon
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The Current Space Race
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+12,000

+3500

+2500 Mission Extension 
Vehicle

ASAT tests

Satellite collisions 
and breakups

1969 Today 2030+

~1500 objects ~104 objects, varied sizes, human operated 106 objects, shoebox-sized, autonomous

LEO, MEO, GEO, Lunar, Keplerian LEO, MEO, GEO, Keplerian Cis-lunar sphere, non-Keplerian

~7 nations, 2 to moon ~12 space faring nations, ~90 nations with satellitesMany nations, non-state actors, corporations

Lunar Gateway

Lunar X Prize Queqiao
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Launch Trends
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Smallsat Trends
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2022 Smallsat Highlights
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Global Impact
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Global Trends
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Operator and Mission Trends
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Operator and Mission Trends
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Space Vital to Economic and National Security 

The U.S. Space Force is dedicated to accessing, protecting, and defending the space domain

Global space economy 
expected to grow to $1 

Trillion by 2040

Adversaries recognize space 
advantages and U.S. military 
dependence and are rapidly 

developing space 
capabilities

U.S. utilizes space every day 
for communications, global 
markets, weather, scientific 

exploration, and more

In a conflict, adversaries 
intend to degrade U.S. 

space capabilities, reducing 
military effectiveness and 

degrading way of life

Vital to way of life Vital to modern warfare
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